AGITATION AND FIGHT BY DENOTIFIED TRIBES, NOMADIC TIIBES, BARABALUTEDARS AND EXTREMELY BACKWARD CLASSES FOR THEIR EXISTANCE AND CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Right from Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar till today’s rulers, all have taken efforts to bring equality in the nation and also to improve the standard of living of extremely backward classes. However, they have miserably failed. The DNTs and nomads, (666 castes), Barabalutedars and extremely backward classes (540 castes) have remained far away from development and are deprived of progress. They did not get benefits of 27% reservation granted by Mandal Commission. The Government of India did not make any budgetary provision for them. With the purpose to ensure that all these classes get the benefits of reservation, financial provision should be made for implementing welfare schemes for them, and for their economic development, and also that the caste wise census of these people should be done, we have been agitating and fighting since last 20 years. It is seen that the fight and agitation is getting success. This booklet gives you complete information about this fight and agitation. All educated brothers and sisters in the society, doctors, lawyers, professors, engineers, teachers, representatives of people, college students, social philosophers, workers in movement, leaders, journalists, Members of legislative councils and assemblies, members of parliament, ministers, officers, employees, social workers, various organizations should read this booklet attentively and seriously for the purpose of welfare of the nation and society, They should make efforts to bring these downtrodden communities in the main flow of the society. These communities are situated at lowest strata of the society are living very horrible and pitiable life worse than that of insects. They should ensure that these communities living horrible life shall get social justice. 

Haribhau Rathod

Ex- MP and presently MLC (Maharashtra)
Background of the Agitation

During the decade of 1990s, I was listening the discussions that the communities like Banjaras should get the facilities and concession of presently enjoyed by the tribes. However, when I studied the reasons as to why these communities like Banjaras did not get the concessions, where did the things go wrong, I found that these communities were given constitutional reservation on 26/1/1950 itself. However, it was not given in the name of Banajaras, but it was given in the name of Nayak, Nayaka, Choliwale Nayaka, and Singwale Nayaka. This can be seen even today in the list of Maharashtra. Similarly, this can be seen in the list of scheduled castes of Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Gujarat, and Utter Pradesh. However, there was no leader of these communities who would tell that the community of Banjaras is equivalent of Nayak Caste. When I realized this during the decade of 1990s, mush water had flown down the bridge, i.e. many events had taken place. Mrs Indira Gandhi had submitted bill for inclusion of Banjara community in the Scheduled Tribes three times i.e.in 1967, 1972, and 1976, but it was not passed. When I tried to study as to why this bill is not being passed, I realized that the Members of parliament belonging to Adivasi (Trible) castes and communities were not allowing the bill to be passed. These are the facts. This bill was sent to the parliamentary community for scrutiny and their observations. The community undertook tour of entire nation and had recommended that the Banjaras, Vadars, Dhangars,(Shephards)  and Dhobils (washermen) should be given reservation. Even then, the bill could not be passed in the Parliament.

After studying this history, I became sure that all MPs belonging to Adivasi(Tribes) castes get united and oppose the bill and same thing shall get repeated in future because, ultimately, the parliament has been given this authority. Hence we have to say that the provision made by the authors of the Indian Constitution is wrong. This is actually a subject of social justice, but it has turned in to a political issue. Actually, this authority should be delegated to Hon. Supreme Court. 
After considering this reservation policy, it is seen that as per clause 340 of the constitution as well as if the 27% reservation granted as per recommendation of Mandal commission, if three separate schedules are prepared then definitely the DNTs , Barabalutedars and extremely backward classes shall get social justice. I explained this thought to Shri Gopinath Mude, leader of OBCs, Shri Promod Mahajan and also to Senior Author Smt Mahaswetaji who works for DNTs. Through these leaders, I also took in-principle approval for such division of reservation of leaders like the then Prime Minister Hon. Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayeeji, the then  Home minister Shri Lal Krishna Advaniji, the then  BJP president Venkayya Naidu, Nitin Gadkari leader of BJP. Hence at the convention of Dhangar samaj (Shephards) castes, held at Pandharpur on 20/1/2004, the then Prime Minister Hon. Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayeeji announced the constitution of National Commission for DNTs. This convention was organized by Shri Prakash Shendage. I was the co-convener. Shri Gopinath Mundeji was our guide. Afterwards, a commission for issues of DNTS was constituted under the chairmanship of justice. Motilal Nayak. I was a member of the commission. However, the BJP lost the general elections of 2004 and the Congress party formed the government. Hence Shri B. Motilal resigned. This commission got only four months and could not do any work. I won the elections to the parliament in 2004. I was continuously submitting the issues of DNTs in the parliament. In the meanwhile, I submitted a private bill in 2006 regarding this issue of DNTs. In the year 2006, National Denotifed tribes and Nomadic tribes commission was constituted under the chairmanship of Shri Balakrishna Renke. The Government did not have the caste wise statistics of DNTs at that time. Similarly, the Renke Commission made wrong recommendations. Due to these two factors, the recommendations of Renke Commission could not be implemented. Hence the Central Government decided to appoint one more commission. Accordingly, the BJP Government has now appointed Dada Idate commission. The tenure of the commission is three years and the commission is completing one year in February 2016. Now an interim report is expected from the commission. During the period 2004 to 2009 when I was a member of parliament, some more events have taken place. National Commission for Backward classes organized National convention at New Delhi under the chairmanship of the then minister for social justice Smt. Meera kumar. A resolution suggesting that the Central and state government should divide the reservation for OBC and the DNTs and Nomadics should be relieved from compliance of the condition of crème layer was passed in the convention. However, no state implemented this resolution. Hence this resolution started gathering dust. In the meanwhile, in the year 2007, I took a delegation of Banjara community to the then Prime minister Dr. Manamohan Singh and submitted a memorandum. Hon. prime minister issued an order to appoint a technical advisory committee. As per the order of the Prime Minister, the ministry of social justice issued an order that a committee be appointed under the chairmanship of Dr. Ganesh Devi and the committee should submit its report through the Renke commission. Dr. Ganseh Devi committee had given an excellent report; however, the Renke Commission suppressed the report. The report of Dr. Ganesh Devi committee did not reach the P.M.O. During this period, the Prime Minister Dr. Manamohan Singh informed me that after the immediately after the Renke Commission submits its report, the council of ministers shall consider the same and take a decision in this respect. On 5/1/2009, Mrs. Sonia Gandhi wrote me a letter and informed me that my agitation shall certainly yield good results. The Central government shall take a positive decision in this respect. During this period, the National Advisory Committee chaired by Mrs. Sonia Gandhi appointed a study group under the chairmanship of Dr. Mahendra Jadhav. Many social activists were invited at Delhi. I was also invited at Delhi. Our advice was considered. As a result, it was decided that emphasis should be given on conducting caste wise censes of the population. Accordingly an act was passed in 2011. Now the caste wise statistics of the population is available with the government. However, the government is scared of publishing this statistics. However, we demand that unless and until this caste wise statistics of Other Backward Classes OBCs and extremely Backward Classes in the OBCs is not published, the reservation policy, development programmes cannot be determined. It seems that the Congress and the BJP are agreeable to the idea that the OBCs should be divided and three lists should be formed. The Rashtriya Swyanwsevak Sangh (RSS), which runs the government, also agrees with this. It is evident from the fact that this issue was discussed at a seminar organized at Rambhau Mhalagi Prabhodhini. (Study circle) Bhainder (Mumbai). The topic of the seminar was “Social engrossment and DNTs” in this study circle. I was given opportunity to speak for an hour in this seminar. The attendees included social justice ministers of six states and two chief ministers, one was Shri Shivrajsingh Chavan, CM of Madhya Pradesh and Shri Narendra Modi, the then Chief Minister of Gujrat, and present Prime Minister of India. They were sitting in front of me. During my speech, I stated that the OBCs should be divided into three schedules and every state should implement reservation policy as implemented by Maharashtra and the states should give the benefit of welfare schemes to the DNTs. I emphasized Gujrat and stated that prior to 1960, Maharashtra and Gujrat were one state and this state had implemented the reservation policy as per the recommendations of Shri Thade Committee. Hence Gujrat also should implement the recommendations of Thade committee. 

The entire history and my agitation (1994-2016) pertain to period of 22 years. I have spent my entire life for this agitation. On 5th of January of every year, I have taken out morchas at Azad Maidan (Mumbai) for last 22 years. I have taken out many morchas at Jantarmantar (Delhi). I have travelled all over the nation; have organized press conferences in various states, public meetings for creating public awareness about this issue. I also wrote many articles in respect of this matter. When I saw that despite this, I am not able to get justice, I wrote a letter to Dr. Manamohan Singh and expressed my displeasure and strong feelings. Hon. prime Minister took a note of this and asked me as to what exactly I want. I told him in simple words that I want division of 27% reservation of OBCs. Dr. Manamohan Singh replied that I should check up whether such division is possible and let him know. The ministry of social justice took a note of this letter and informed this matter to justice Eshawrayya, chairman of National commission for Backward classes. As per that letter, the Eshawrayya commission (NCBC) has given a revolutionary report to the Government wherein he has recommended division of OBCs at central as well as at state level and prepare three schedules. We demand that the recommendations of the Eshawrayya commission be implemented throughout the nation. We have enclosed the correspondence with government and a graph of the events and also the proof of these events. Everybody is humbly requested to study this and support this agitation. Everybody should participate wholeheartedly by mind, body and money and attend the rally at Jantarmanr (New Delhi) on 27th March 2016.

NOW THERE WILL NOT BE ANY PAINS, HERE WILL BE A WAR AND IT WILL BE HORRIBLE           
